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The Honorable Charles H. Taylor
U.S. House of Representatives
231 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3311

Dear Congressman Taylor:

Thank you for your letter dated December 22, 1997, on behalf of your constituent,
A. Lee Galloway, Town Manager, Waynesville, North Carolina, concerning the placement and
construction of facilities for the provision of personal wireless services and radio and
television broadcast services in his community. Your constituent's letter refers to issues being
considered in two proceedings that are pending before the Commission. In MM Docket No.
97-182, the Commission has sought comments on a Petition for Further Notice of Proposed
Rule Making filed by the National Association for Broadcasters and the Association for
Maximum Service Television. In this proceeding, the petitioners ask the Commission to
adopt a rule limiting the exercise of State and local zoning authority with respect to broadcast
transmission facilities in order to facilitate the rapid build-out of digital television facilities, as
required by the Commission's rules to fulfill Congress' mandate. In DA 96-2140 and FCC
97-264, the Commission twice sought comments on a Petition for Declaratory Ruling filed by
the Cellular Telecommunications Industry Association seeking relief from certain State and
local moratoria that have been imposed on the siting of commercial mobile radio service
facilities.

Because both of these proceedings are still pending, we cannot comment on the merits
of the issues at this time. However, I can assure you that the Commission is committed to
providing a full opportunity for all interested parties to participate. The Commission has
formally sought public comment in both proceedings and, as a result, has received numerous
comments from State and local governments, service providers, and the public at large. Your
letter and your constituent's letter, as well as this response, will be placed in the record of
both proceedings and will be given full consideration
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Further information regarding the Commission's policies toward personal wireless
service facilities siting, including many of the comments in the proceeding involving personal
wireless service facilities, is available on the Commission's internet site at http://
www.fcc.gov/wtb/siting.

Thank you for your inquiry.

~~d David L. Furth
Chief, Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
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Dear Karen:

Please fi~q ~na~h~...a-Pi.e(·1! JJf c!)~ond.:nce i n::~ntiy receIved from A. Lee
.'Galloway" ilie'Town Manager of Waynesville. North Carolina. I believe you will fInd the

letter to be self-explanatory.

I would appreciate a fonnal reply from the FCC reg,iniing Mr. Galloway's concerns
aboUt a proposed rule banning the moratorium that local governments have imposed on
cellular towers. In addition, I would appreciate any additional infonnation you could prOVide
in regards [0 this proposed rule.

Thank you for your assistanee in this matter. I look forward to your prompt reply.

Sincerely.

~Im
Memher of Congre"'..s

CHT/klc

_llOlAl!CYCUDI'_"
ESSE CUM' V1OlAl: "TetDt""''''''''lO'''--
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The Honorable Charles Taylor
United States House of Representatives
231 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D. C.
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I a. writing to express lIlY displeasure at the intrusion of the Federal Com.unications
Commission into focal ~1)fI!P.g i!IUet.--ttHc--iuue-involves -tfte iu~tio" oi ceiiuiat, radio aod
television towers in local coIRmunities.

In W8Yllesville and a na.ber of other municipalities and cou~ in North C!!!!!!~~, ~------ --- ----- .
---- -------- lo~" erected offiCials bave p.Hd moratorium. against any pennits for th... towers 10 th.

regutation. may be developed to han'" thenI. Previously, television and radio towers were
per.itted with few control•• for they were 10 few i. Rumber they did not pr8I8I1t much of an
~f!!t)te-to ridge-linas-and-tb&nt....i""n_rptlimlto. the citizens.· With the Popularity of
cellular telephones, the de.and for ceRu" towers haa mushroomed, and there is a fear that
every ridge in Haywood County wi! be dotted witII th... 250 foot towers. We do not want to
cr~ further scars on the landscape of GIIr ~mmg!!ity by-th..pro!f::tioa Gf tli6iCi tu..... -- - -- -- -- - -.

Front what I un.......d, the FCC it now proposing a rule binning the moratoriu•• that
many local governments bave impo.... on c:eM.Iat towers. It is also my. understMclng til. the

------ ----FOG hu-pt'OpDRll-. rUlI-tlrCWOiifi iidoiliatically giaiIt a Permit request relative to radio and
television towers if the local govenunent fails to act upolllUdI a rlqHlt within 4& days of the
date of application. Th.. are ......nt intrusion. into the zoning powers of local govarnlll8llta,
and the Congress aad~,4:Our!s-~npe8tBclyt&Cagllizedlb., luning is I iocai functiOn,
not one dietBt8d by the federal govern.... The 1996 TeIecom.unications Act passed by
Congress preserved local zan.. authority over cellular towers, and it did not delegate sucll
authority to the FCC. It Ippears to me that the FCC .... become mach~ d!e!!rof'!e!, t:i::;
powers whiCII the Con... cld not intend to give. AI a side com..- I cunot help but point
out how mucll In of UI would love to see the d8y wh. any federal agency is able to act on any
issue within a 45 day tiIIIe frame .. they expect .. to do on whit should be local zo~inl matters.

'--------- P08 C·l00. 106 SOUTH MAIN ST WAYNESVILLE, NC 28786·0100' PHONE (704) 456-3515 __
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As a Republican, you have frequently spoken against the involvement of the federal

government in issues which are better resolved It the local level. Thjs situation .is a !Wim~

... -----IXllRple-8f·wItaR-. fedenil-.g8l1tY1Ial intruded where it has no business and no authority. I
would ask that you use your powers to halt this intrusion by the FCC into local affairs.

Your time and consider~9!! I.!f this impc~..a;;t iMii6 will be very much appreCiated. We
hope that you .re feefmg well and continuing toward afull recovery fro. your recent stroke.

Sincerely,

.-._- -_....---

L..- POB c· 100, 106 SOUTH MAIN ST. WAYNESVILLE. /IIC 28786-0100' PHONE (704) 456·3515 --- ----1


